
The VBOA’s mission is to protect the 
citizens of the Commonwealth through 
a regulatory program of licensure and 
compliance of CPAs and CPA firms.

ABOUT THE 
VIRGINIA BOARD 
OF ACCOUNTANCY 
The VBOA regulates certified public 
accountants in Virginia through a program of 
examination, licensure of individuals and CPA 
firms, consumer protection through enforcement 
of VBOA statutes and regulations, continuing 
professional education audits and peer review 
oversight.

The VBOA staff is here to help, whether you 
are applying for a CPA license, assisting CPAs 
needing to renew or reinstate their license, 
or a college student or graduate looking for 
information on taking the CPA exam. 

VBOA services include: 

•	 CPA exam applications

•	 Individual CPA and CPA firm licensure

•	 Enforcement and investigating complaints

•	 Continuing professional education audits

•	 Peer review oversight

WEBSITE
Additional information for exam candidates, 
licensees and consumers, as well as 
resources and policies can all be found on 
our website at www.boa.virginia.gov.

CONTACT US
Virginia Board of Accountancy 
9960 Mayland Drive, Suite 402 
Henrico, Virginia 23233 
Email:  boa@boa.virginia.gov 
Phone:  (804) 367-8505  
CPA examination services:  (804) 367-1111  
Fax:  (804) 527-4409

BUSINESS HOURS

Monday through Friday 
8:15 a.m. to 5 p.m.

www.boa.virginia.gov



CPA LICENSEES
Individual 
In order to become a licensed CPA in Virginia, 
an applicant must first meet the 3 E’s.

Education
An individual must have at least 150 semester 
hours of education (30 hours in addition to 
the CPA exam education requirements). The 
VBOA encourages applicants to incorporate at 
least some graduate-level study of accounting 
in meeting the additional 30 semester hour 
requirement.   

Exam
An individual must pass the CPA exam with a 
score of 75 or higher on each section, within an 
18-month period, prior to applying for licensure.

Experience
Prior to applying for licensure, an individual 
must be employed in academia, a firm, 
government, or industry in any capacity 
involving the substantial use of accounting, 
financial, tax, or other skills that are relevant, 
for one year with at least 2,080 work hours.

Firms
Any individual or firm performing attest 
services, compilation services, or financial 
statement preparation services to persons or 
entities located in Virginia must hold a Virginia 
firm CPA license if Virginia is the principal place 
of business. However, there are exceptions 
for individuals not licensed who are only 
performing financial statement preparation 
services. Individuals should contact the Board 
with questions.

CONSUMERS
The VBOA is here to serve the public through 
compliance of CPAs and CPA firms. The 
VBOA investigates complaints against Virginia 
licensees, expired licensees or non-licensees 
using the CPA title or performing services 
in Virginia restricted to CPAs. All Board 
Disciplinary Actions since 2011 are available 
on the VBOA website.

We also offer a user-friendly, searchable 
Virginia CPA and CPA firm database located 
on our website home page. 

BOARD MEMBERS
The Virginia Board consists of seven members 
appointed by the Governor, including four 
members who hold Virginia licenses and have 
been actively engaged in providing services 
to the public for at least three years; one 
member who holds a Virginia license actively 
engaged in providing services to the public or 
to an employer in government or industry for at 
least three years; one educator in the field of 
accounting who holds a Virginia license; and 
one public member. Each member is appointed 
to serve a four-year term and may not serve for 
more than two consecutive terms.

Information about Board meeting dates, 
agendas and minutes can be found on our 
website at www.boa.virginia.gov/Home/board_
members.shtml.
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selected  
annually

CPA EXAM CANDIDATES
CPA exam candidates must meet the 
education requirements of at least 120 
completed semester hours, as well as a 
baccalaureate or higher degree with an 
accounting concentration or equivalent. Once 
complete, Virginia candidates apply for the 
CPA exam through the VBOA website.

The four components of the CPA exam include:

•	� Auditing and Attestation (AUD) 
•	� Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR) 
•	� Regulation (REG) 
•	� Business Environment and Concepts (BEC) 

Candidates do not have to apply for all four 
exam sections at once and may apply for each 
section individually. 

Read step-by-step instructions on applying 
for the CPA exam on our website at www.boa.
virginia.gov/CPAExam/TestingProcess.shtml.
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